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THE CALIFORNIA YOUTH SYMPHONY CONTINUES 56™" SEASON
HIGHLIGHTING THREE GIANTS OF THE TWENTIETH CENTURY
MusiCc OF GERSHWIN, SHOSTAKOVICH, AND PROKOFIEV
FEATURING YOUNG ARTIST COMPETITION WINNER VIVIAN FU

SUNDAY, MARCH 9 AT 2:30 P.M. IN SAN MATEO
SUNDAY, MARCH 16 AT 2:30 P.M. IN CUPERTINO

PALO ALTO, December 10, 2007 b The award-winning California Youth Symphony, under the
direction of Maestro Leo Eylar, continues its 56" season with CYS Young Artist Competition winner
Vivian Fu as violin soloist on Sunday, March 9 at 2:30 p.m. at the San Mateo Performing Arts Center
and Sunday, March 16 at 2:30 p.m. at the Flint Center in Cupertino. The program includes George
GershwinOsAn American in Paris; the Shostakovich Symphony No. 1; and ProkofievOs Violin Concerto
No. 2.

This seasonOsMarch CYS concerts showcase the orchestra in works by three giants of the twentieth
century: Gershwin , Shostakovich , and Prokofiev . George GershwinOs famous tone poem, An
American in Paris (1928), uses wildly energized rhythms, a battery of special sounds (including a pair of
19200gaxi-horns), and one of the most soaring, romantic, thoroughly American melodies to portray the
composerOsyearning for his homeland and his fascination with all things Parisian. With the Symphony No.
1 in F Minor (1925), the 19-year-old Dimitri Shostakovich announced to the world that his student days
were over, forging the compositional signature and distinctive orchestral colors he would retain the rest of
his life. Sergei ProkofievOs Violin Concerto No. 2 in G Minor (1935), composed after his return to the
Soviet Union, but while he continued to tour Europe and America, reflects a departure from the image he
deliberately cultivated as an enfant terrible composer of rather harsh, unintelligible and ultra-modern
music. In this work, we are introduced to a mellower composer of Russian inspired, intensely melodic, yet

rhythmically charged musical style.

A student at Saratoga High School, 15-year-old Vivian Fu won first prize in the 2007 California Youth
Symphony Young Artist Competition and will perform with CYS as soloist in ProkofievOs Violin
Concerto No. 2. Since beginning her violin studies at the age of seven, Ms. Fu has won numerous
awards, including the Menuhin-Dowling Young Musicians Award, the Fremont Symphony Orchestra
Young Artist Competition, and the 2006 ASTA (American String TeachersOAssociation) Competition,
representing California in the national semi-finals. She is a student of Ron Waibel and has also studied
with Won-Bin Yim at the Aspen Music Festival and School each summer since 2005. Vivian Fu also

studies piano with Professor Hans Boepple.
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Composer-conductor Leo Eylar celebrates this fall the beginning of his eighteenth season as music
director of the California Youth Symphony . Maestro Eylar has earned an outstanding reputation, both
at home and abroad, for his spirited conducting and articulate musical interpretations with CYS, the San
Jose Symphony, and as a guest with several prominent international orchestras. He teaches and
conducts at California State University, Sacramento. A composer of international acclaim, his works have
been performed throughout Europe and North America, and his Dance Suite for Trumpet and String

Orchestra was recorded by the Seattle Symphony.

Since its founding in 1952 as the stateOsfirst independent youth orchestra, the California Youth
Symphny has grown to include two full symphony orchestras b the California Youth Symphony Orchestra
and the CYS Associate Orchestra D as well as six ensembles for younger musicians. This seasonOSCYS
membership numbers close to 500 of the most promising young musicians ranging in age from 9 to 18
from throughout the Bay Area and representing more than 100 different schools between San Francisco

and Morgan Hill. Members are chosen at auditions held each spring.

Tickets for the California Youth Symphony with violinist Vivian Fu on Sunday, March 9 at 2:30 p.m. at
the San Mateo Performing Arts Center and Sunday, March 16 at 2:30 p.m. at the Flint Center in
Cupertino are priced at $12.00, general admission, and $6.00, students and seniors. Tickets are
available at the door on the day of the performance. Additional information is available by calling the

California Youth Symphony office at (650) 325-6666 and on the CYS website: www.cys.org.
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CALENDAR EDITORS PLEASE NOTE:

Sunday, March 9 at 2:30 p.m. San Mateo Performing Arts Center

650 N. Delaware St. at Bellevue, San Mateo
San Mateo High School campus

Sunday, March 16 at 2:30 p.m . Flint Center

California Youth Symphony. 21250 Stevens Creek Blvd. at Stelling Rd.,
Vivian Fu , violin Cupertino B De Anza College campus
Program:

Gershwin/An American in Paris
Prokofiev/Violin Concerto No. 2
Shostakovich/Symphony No. 1

Tickets: $12.00, general admission; and $6.00, students and seniors; available by contacting the CYS
office and also available at the door on the day of the performance. Children under 5 not admitted.. For
performance and ticket information, call (650) 325-6666 or visit www.cys.org.

For more information about the California Youth Symphony  or to schedule an interview with Philip

Jung or Leo Eylar, please contact Elizabeth Waldman Frazier at Waldmania Public Relations:
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